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Purchase a memorial plaque for your departed loved ones for the LHIC
Memorial Board. To order a plaque, please fill out the form below, include
a check for $125 made out to LHJC and send to:

Lakeland Hills Jewish Center
PO Box 115
Ringwood, NJ 07456

Information Related to the Departed

English Name

Hebrew Date
of Passing

Secular Date/Time
of Passing

Y our name/address
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Dedicated To Helping Dogs To Train Their People

NTwaddell @earthlink.net www.DogVentures.com

NORINE TWADDELL, CPDT

Licensed DELTA Animal Evaluator
Certified by The National Association of Pet Dog Trainers

Outdoor Fenced Park and Indoor Studio
Ringwood, NJ
(973) 962-9305

Private Sessions Overcoming Behavior Problem Clicker Training

New Puppy Basics Semi Private Classes Rescue Dog Basics
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Trevor Kiviat 12/11
Franklin Rikon 12/12
Mellysa Rose Stiel 01/03
Carolelee Mendelson 01/18
Pat Nadler 01/29
Margo Rosenbaum 01/29
Jerilyn Okin 02/01
Claire Axelrod 02/05
Cliff Safane 02/13
Aaron Rikon 02/15
Henry Kanarek 02/18
David Kiviat 02/23
Melanie Axelrod 02/24
Tracy Rosenbaum 02/25
John Schweighardt 02/25
Jaymee Steinberg 02/26
Nina Rosenbaum 02/28
Muriel Kanarek 03/07
Jordan Adler 03/08
Rebecca Feldman 03/12
Cheryl Kiviat 03/18
Doris Markman 03/23
Todd Donow 03/25
Eric Frey 03/28
Samantha Manjorin 03/28

Our best wishes to Jennifer Sheldon on her up-
coming Army assignment to Afghanistan where
she will be managing food services provided to
troops located there. We wish you a quiet tour
and a quick return home.
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Todd Donow for fixing the heat in the oneg room

Michael Press on the passing of his mother on
Sunday, Nov 28.
May the Press family be comforted among the
mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.

David Manjorin on becoming a Bar Mitzvah.
Amy Nadler on her acceptance to the National
Honor Society

™
Richard & Pat Nadler 12/11
Henry & Muriel Kanarek 12/22
Michael and Margaret Kurnov 01/03
Ira & Margaret Schiowitz 03/08
Mark & Heide Stiel 03/26
Daniel & Peggy Strauss 03/28

Did we miss something special?
A birthday?

A college acceptance?
A graduation?

Y our anniversary?

A Nobel Prize?

Please et us know... call Gary Oppenheimer
at 973-697-0225 or webmaster @l hjc.org
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What’' s Cookin’ Good Lookin’?

www.lhjc.org 18



% % ! &'

1) et Be
B '# )%

()!

Today -- in a flurry of winter gift-giving -- Chanukah
has lost some of its spiritual glow. In order to rekindle
its drama, each of us must think about what Chanukah
means and resolve to structure our lives so that our
actions reflect the lessons we learn from this wondrous
story. The following guide -- candle by candle -- may
help you restore Chanukabh to its original luster, lighting
up your own life at the same time. On each nite, ask
yourself a new question:

First Night: Do | know any modern-day Macca-
bees?

Do you know who works to actively defend not only his
or her own rights but those of other groups? Consider
how the story of Chanukah highlights the notions of
freedom, identity and faith, and identify the ways in
which your modern-day Maccabee demonstrates an
appreciation of these three concepts. Resolve not to
be still in the face of injustice but to speak out --
whether at a public forum, in school, or through letters
to legislators or local newspapers -- in defense of
those groups or individuals suffering oppression or un-
fair treatment. Think about modern-day heroes or hero-
ines.

Second Night: What does it mean to be part of a
people? As a Jew, what special responsibilities do
| have?

Very often, we fall into the habit of thinking only about
ourselves and our own problems, loosing track of the
fact that we are part of a proud people, with a distin-
guished heritage. We may also neglect our spiritual
lives, assuming that others will preserve our religious
teachings for us. Get a book from your library that con-
tains the story of Chanukah and read it anew. Ask why
this story is important to the Jewish people.

Third Night: Have | "proclaimed the miracle," help-
ing someone understand the true meaning of this
holiday?

It is important to realize that Chanukah represents
more than just a military victory. It also represents a
spiritual triumph too. When you display your menorah

www.lhjc.org
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in a highly visible location, you not only demonstrate
pride in your heritage but you also sensitize your fam-
ily, friends and neighbors to the spiritual aspects of the
holiday.

Fourth Night: Have | witnessed any miracles in my
own lifetime?

Miracles did not end with the parting of the Red Sea,
nor with the oil that burned for eight days. Life itself is a
miracle, as is the regular changing of the seasons, etc.
Ask your friends to name some miracles in their own
lives, and have them about the miracles they would
bring about if they could.

Fifth Night: Have | given tzedakah today?

Giving tzedakah is not optional: It is an obligation. Not
only should we give money but, wherever possible, we
should give of ourselves, assisting worthwhile commu-
nity organizations. Request that family members do-
nate to a charity of your choice rather than buying you
a Chanukah present. If gift-giving is your tradition, be
sure to buy extra presents to distribute at a homeless
shelter, a facility for battered women, or an organiza-
tion that serves the needs of underprivileged children.

Sixth Night: Have | done anything today to improve
the world?

Our Rabbis teach that we must strive to complete
those tasks left unfinished by God. We must involve
ourselves in tikun olam -- repairing the world. Resolve
to speak out against discrimination and harassment of
all kinds -- whether based on race, sex, or age.

Seventh Night: Have | brought happiness into
someone's life today?

Loneliness is one of the most debilitating diseases in
society today, yet it is easily "curable." Sometimes, a
simple phone call is all it takes to bring someone joy.
And don't forget, just as we appreciate a kind word or
an expression of encouragement, so too do those
around us. And it's so easy to give.

Eighth Night: What questions will | ask myself as |
light the candles next year?

Learning and growing are very important parts of Juda-
ism, and it is often more important to strive for the right
questions than to memorize standard answers. Re-
solve to learn more about Judaism, so that next year,
your Chanukah questions will reflect a higher level of
Jewish awareness.
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Submitted by CIiff Safane President Marilyn Gurtman-Oppenhei mer
First VP Eileen Kirschbrown
Computerization of L.HJC fmancgs |syvell underway. | Second VP Penny Safane
hope that all of you find our new invoices easy to un-
derstand and pay. Treasurer Cliff Safane
. : Financial Secy. Bernie Baron
In order to facilitate processing, please mark your _ _
payment envelopes Att: Treasurer. Corresponding Secy. Orly Steinberg
A Happy Chanukah to everyone. Recording Secy. Marilyn Judovin
Trustee David Judovin
Remember, you can make a donation to LHJC for any .
occasion. Just mark your payment clearly so that it is Trustee Cheryl Kiviat
entered properly. Trustee Richard Nadler
Past President Earl Axelrod
Past President Debby Schweighardt

Bereavement open

Community Relations Jason Okin

Fund Raising David Judovin

Hebrew School Cheryl Kiviat

Hospitality Jann Press

Housekeeping Steve Rikon

Membership Penny Safane

Newsdl etter/Web Gary Oppenheimer

Site/Publicity
Just a reminder....LHJC pays the member- Religious Services R'Chard Nadler
ship fee for all children of active members Phone Squad Marilyn Judovin
who wish to join any youth organization Social Marilyn Gurtman-Oppenheimer
sponsored by United Synagogue. The two , ,
available organizations are United Syna- Sunshine Orly Steinberg
gogue Youth (USY) and Kadima. Both are Treeof Life Orly Steinberg
represented at Shomrei Torah in Wayne. Yizkor Plaques Richard Nadler

www.lhjc.org 13
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Gary Oppenheimer
webmaster@lhjc.org
Newsletter, PR & Webmaster

As part of the Friday night service at LHJC,
the Mourners Kaddash is said twice. As best
| remember, sometime after September 11,
2001, we (and | suspect many other temples
too) started dedicating the first Kaddash to
victims of terror. This past year for example,
victims of terror in Israel were mentioned by
name prior to the recitation. When the
school was attacked in Russia with the re-
sulting death of many of the students, we
remembered them too. In our hearts have
been those also victimized in Africa, Europe,
and anywhere else that innocent human life
has fallen victim to people without morals
advocating ideas without merit.

Earlier this year, following the example set
by Temple Shomrei Torah in Wayne, NJ, the
rabbi started reading the names of US sol-
diers killed in action in Afghanistan and Iraq
during the past week, along with the names
of victims of terror, prior to the reading of the
communal mourners Kaddash.

Hearing the names read each week, far too
many of them, is a sobering, painful moment
in the service. What is not read however are
the names and ages of loved ones who will
celebrate this holiday season and those to
come, without their family member. Also
missing are the names and ages of friends,
neighbors, employees, employers, fellow
students, shopkeepers, girl/boyfriends, etc.
of the fallen.

This issue of the Gazette opens with the
Presidents column entitled: “I| Am Grateful...”

We should all add to our personal list of peo-
ple to whom we are grateful, the members of
the Armed Services who are not with their
families at this time of the year, especially,
those in harms way.

www.lhjc.org
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If you regularly come to Friday night ser-
vices, take a moment to reflect on the names
(and their loved ones) read that week.

And if you do not regularly come to services,
at the very least, make an effort to visit
http://www.usnewslink.com/uscasualties.htm
from time to time.

Whatever your personal feeling about the US
action in Iraqg, we need to keep the memory
of those who fought against terror anywhere
in the world, in our hearts along with the
memory of those who were victimized by it.




As an EI-Al plane landed at Ben-Gurion air-
port in Israel, the voice of the Captain came
on: "Please remain seated with your seat
belts fastened until this plane is at a com-
plete standstill and the seat belt signs have
been turned off.

"We also wish to remind you that using cell
phones on board of this aircraft is strictly
prohibited. "

"To those who are seated, we wish you a
Merry Christmas, and hope that you enjoy
your stay, ...and to those of you standing in
the aisles and talking on their cell phone, we
wish you a Happy Chanukah, and welcome
back home."

BHHHBHHHBHHHBHHHRBHAH

After the circumcising of his baby brother in
shul, little Jonah sobbed all the way home in
the back seat of the car. His father asked
him three times what was wrong.

Finally, the boy replied, "That rabbi said he
wanted us brought up in a Jewish home and
| want to stay with you guys!"

The Jewish Guide To Snow Shoveling!

Ariel Sharon - "The important thing is to shovel
the entire width and breadth of the drive-
way, regardless of what anyone else thinks."

Ehud Barak - "You must shovel most of the
driveway, but the exact dimensions of shovel-
ing will be determined in discussions with our
neighbors. No wait, you can shovel only in
places where snow had previously fallen, but
you cannot shovel in places where no snow
had fallen - wait, don't do any shoveling until
you hear from me!"

Tikkun Magazine - "What right do we have to
violently take snow from its rightful resting

www.lhjc.org
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place? Snow has rights: each snowflake is a
unique individual, and we have absolutely no
right to do anything with it. Let the snow de-
cide for itself what it wishes to do, and then if it
wishes to be shoveled, do so humanely."

Rashi - "Snow, this is a form of solid precipita-
tion that clings to one's beard if you remain
outside too long in the winter season. (Old
French: neige). Shoveling is a Rabbinic pre-
cept, based on the verse in Isaiah 1:18 -

"If your sins be like scarlet, they will turn as
white as snows"

Birthright Israel - "It does not matter how the
shoveling is done, but the very act of a young
Jew shoveling snow for ten consecutive days,
under proper supervision will have a lifelong
impact on Jewish identity."”

The Late Lubavitcher Rebbe (from an epistle to
a disciple) - "Shoveling snow is a distraction
from our efforts to bring Moshiach, may He
come soon, when in any case there will be no
snow to shovel. So, leave it and let it melt. If
the Messiah does not come by Shavuos, the
snow will have miraculously disap-

peared anyway."
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Submitted by Melanie H. Shancey

Shema Yisroel Adonai Elochainu Adonai
Echad..... It's amazing that | learnt this
prayer when | was in first grade. | don't
think | knew that 2 + 2 = 4, but this prayer |
knew by heart. | attended Yeshiva from
nursery school up till the fourth grade and
was given every reason to study for a Bat
Mitzvah, but declined the invitation. | fought
with my parents not to have one, and be-
cause it was more important for boys — |
didn’t have to have one.

I’'m not exactly sure why I didn’t want to be
Bat Mitzvahed. Perhaps it was stage fright
or maybe plain defiance — but it just didn’t
seem important at the time. Sadly enough |
spent the next 10 years of my life slowly drift-
ing away from a rich Jewish background that
my parents and family tried to instill.

It wasn't until recently that | yearned to re-
kindle the spirit. So why now? Why 11
years later do | feel it is important for me to
have a Bat Mitzvah? | think it's because |
am ready now. | want to take this step and
reclaim my lost Judaism. | have a great op-
portunity to embark on an experience that
will bring me back --- closer to my heritage.
Again, | have been faced with a decision, but
this time | don’t want to miss out. How often
do you get a second chance?

I am looking forward to studying with our in-
spirational Rabbi along with a minyan of tal-
ented and warm women. Together they will
help me explore the world of Jewish custom,
traditions and law. My hope is at the end of
the experience | will have a Jewish soul that
is more complete. One day my daughter
may ask me about my Bat Mitzvah, and if
she does, | will be able to explain to her
about my Bat Mitzvah decision. | will have
quite the story to tell.

www.lhjc.org
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Want to send an electronic Holiday Card (or
gift basket, balloons, or invitation?

Visit www.lhjc.org, click on Jewish Links,
them click on The Arts, and lastly, select
Electronic Holiday Cards.
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Submitted by David Judovin

On the next 2 pages are some pictures of
LHJC taken in 1975 and 1976.

These photos are of the opening of our new
building after spending four to five years in a
Ringwood church.

Notice the building in beginning stages.
Next was the original paneling and chairs.

The next one shows the front of building with
no landscaping.

On the following page, the first and second
pictures are members (the second has Jules
Mendelson, founding member in front). The
third has members and Rabbi Sprintzen.
(continued...)



verbia fencetojoin us. We are al quite different
from each other and yet we are bonding in away
that we never anticipated. The camaraderie, the
warmth, and the fun of doing this together is
something we will aways treasure.

Now | hope Rabbi Antonio stays at LHJC for-
ever, but if at some point he goesin a different
direction, he will have left something of himself
behind in each of his“Bat Mitzvah Girls’, as he
affectionately calls us. Thisis an incomparable
experience. We aretruly blessed.

08 $ ! &'
Conservative Movement Issues
Call to Action:

Condemns Ongoing Violence in
Sudan

Jewish tradition teaches us, “You shall not
stand idly by the blood of your neighbor” (Le-
viticus 19:16). Conservative Jews worldwide
have a moral obligation to help end the
bloodshed in Sudan and ease the humanitar-
ian crisis.

Arab militias (known as Janjaweed) are con-
ducting a violent campaign of ethnic clean-
sing against the black African population in
Sudan’s Darfur region. Currently, 2.3 million
people in Darfur require emergency assis-
tance. An estimated 3,000 will die there
every day for the next 120 days — of which
about 75% will be children under age five.

The Conservative Movement strongly con-
demns the ongoing violence and the Suda-
nese government’s failure to end it. We urge
the following actions:

We strongly encourage all Conserva-
tive Jews to contribute funds to help
alleviate the suffering of the Darfur

www.lhjc.org

refugees through the Jewish Coalition
for Sudan Relief.

We call upon the United States gov-
ernment and its citizens to provide
greater resources to help alleviate the
human suffering in Darfur;

We praise the US Administration for
its continuing efforts to pressure the
Sudanese government to end the vio-
lence and ease the humanitarian cri-
sis, and we praise the recent high-
profile visits by U.S. Secretary of
State Colin Powell and U.N. Secre-
tary General Kofi Annan, which have
helped to bring more international at-
tention to this crisis;

We strongly urge the US Administra-
tion to work to persuade the United
Nations Security Council to take ef-
fective action that will halt these con-
tinued atrocities; and

We call upon all Conservative Jews
around the world to contact their re-
spective government leaders to de-
nounce the killings in Darfur and to
advocate for an effective international
solution to this crisis.




Submitted by Penny Safane

Editors Note: Lakeland Hills Jewish Center is
about to experience something wonderful: Al-
most 25% of our adult female members have de-
cided to become Bat Mitzvah in the summer of
2005. One of them, Penny Safane, is keeping a
diary of the experience — to be shared with Ga-
zette readers on the months to come".

10/09/04

Our first Gala Group Bat Mitzvah meeting with
the Rabbi.

We had servicesfirst. Appropriately, yet coinci-
dentally, we started with Bresheit (Creation). No
minyan, so we could not actualy take out the To-
rah, but till it was very illuminating, because of
the discussions. Rabbi Antoniois very open-
minded and nothing, as long as it pertained to the
topic(s) at hand, was off limits.

So, the time went fast. | tried to keep up with the
Hebrew reading and the Rabbi kept things very
interactive. He had us each pick alinefrom a
prayer (which was translated in English) that had
to do with thanking God for various things. We
were supposed to think of what the line meant to
us. | chose “because | am a Jew”. Recently, Nina
and | were discussing the fact that because we
were born Jewish, we don’t believe in the resur-
rection of Jesus and all that. Just because of hap-
penstance... | am Jewish, but what does that
really mean? The Rabbi said, “That isfor you to
find out.” | agreed, thinking that is precisely what
thisjourney to my Bat Mitzvah is al about.

www.lhjc.org

The meeting itself was fulfilling too, and not just
because we ate ice cream and rugalah while we
sat in acircle and talked about how we will ac-
complish our Gala Group Bat Mitzvah in just 9
months!

10/28/04

| forgot all about writing in my journal these past
few weeks, but | didn’t forget about studying He-
brew and working with my Bat Mitzvah Buddies
to get this project off the ground.

We had one Hebrew reading class with the Rabbi
last Thursday night, at the end of which we were
paired up in teams to practice what we had
learned so far. One more advanced student stud-
ies with one who needs alittle more work. My
“client” is Jerilyn, who was out of town for afew
days and so we were not able to get together be-
fore tonight, which is our next class. (The Rabbi
istraveling back and forth from New Y ork just
for our class!) So, | made up flash cards and
dropped them off to Jerilyn so she could study
on her own. Sheisafter all, my “client” and |
want her to shine. Then | decided to make up a
set of flash cards for everyone in the class be-
cause | want us all to do well. | want usall to
stand up there on June 25th and be so proud of
each other and ourselves. Besides, doing the flash
cardsisagreat way for meto learn the words.

The flash cards have the Hebrew word on one
side, then the transliterated pronunciation, and the
definition on the other side. If astudent is not
concerned about the meaning of the word, she
can ignore that part, but it seems that most of us
do want to learn what the words mean. It makes
services more interesting and gives us an advan-
tage over most people who just mouth the prayers
without any comprehension. So, here we are, ten
approximately middle-aged women, starting to
learn Hebrew so latein life and yet we will end
up ahead!

Y es, we are ten women, and growing. Tonight
there will be an eleventh member and there are a
couple more who are climbing down off the pro-
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(...continued)

Jan Press — there is always a “little
something” to nosh on.

Dave Judovin — raising money — a truly
thankless job. Thanks also, to Suk-
kahman — his secret identity.

Marilyn Judovin — our recording secre-
tary ensures our P's and Q’s are not
Q’s and P’s, and that our words at
board meetings are saved for posterity.
Orly Steinberg — | give her stuff, and
POOF - it comes back as our calendar
package, ready to go out. The people
at Staples have started to wonder if | do
not like them anymore.

Bernie Baron — Keeps us floating fi-
nancially, translates things like line
items into understandable English.
Eileen Kirschbrown — Eileen shows us
what someone relatively new to LHJC
can do — you do not need to be here
long to get involved and make a differ-
ence.

Gary Oppenheimer — Lets everyone
interested know the comings and go-
ings of LHJC. Articles for the Passover
issue are due April 1, so GET CRACK-
ING. PS — 1 am turning this article in on
11/28, only 1 week late. Sorry honey!
Richard Nadler — Our religious bedrock
on the congregational side.

Rabbi Antonio Di Gesu — Our religious
bedrock on the rabbinic side. It is evi-
dent that you like being with us, and we
like your words, your advice and your
presence. You are down to earth, and
we can all see that your heart is with
LHJC.

| am truly thankful to you all, and to the

members of LHJC, for making it a place that
| call my Jewish home.

www.lhjc.org
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(...continued)

When the spiritual battle for the control of the
Jewish world begun, Judah told his brothers
“Mi I-Adonay elay! Whoever stands behind
God and Torah, follow me!” Is this not the
true essence of Chanukah? As our autumn
days grow short and commercial visions of
gifts, gadgets and riches blind our eyes, can
we too be like them: opening our hearts and
affirming the brilliance of the spirit, life and
goodness above all that glitters.
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Submitted by Penny Safane
memberinfo@Ihjc.org

Standing in the frozen food aisle of Stop and
Shop, the store where you are as likely to meet
as many members of LHJC as in temple,
Cheryl Kiviat and | discussed the last Member-
ship Brunch. First, | thanked her for dropping
off a fruit platter, even though she couldn’t
make the brunch.

“Did you have a good turnout?” she asked.

“Not really, but we did get a new member and
people were wonderful about bringing food.
Marilyn Judovin’s blintz soufflé was a big hit
as was Marilyn Oppenheimer’s apple cake.
Berny Baron brought delicious coffee. Debby
Schweighardt contributed a beautiful cheese
platter. Eileen Kirschbrown brought wonderful
cream cheese spreads. We contributed bagels
and muffins and Liane Adler also brought a
fruit salad. The Rabbi was there and we all had
a very nice time.”

We agreed that it's quality, not quantity, and
that is certainly what we have at LHJC.

So, itis a pleasure to welcome actually two
new member families, since the publication of
the last Gazette, to LHJC...Audrey and Jim
Kopple and the Watt family — Debra, Keith,
Ryan, Alexandra and there will soon be a new
addition to the Watt family.

LHJC has only 46 member families, yet we of-
fer as much, if not more, than temples that
have hundreds of members. We not only hold
Friday night, Shabbat morning and Holiday
services. We arrange theater parties, museum
trips, wine tastings, baseball games, and other
social events. We have a joint Hebrew School
with Temple Emanuel. We are active in com-
munity events such as The Hunger Walk, Inter-
faith Services and The Ringwood Menorah
Lighting. We have an energetic Sisterhood, a
Sunshine Committee that sends good cheer to
temple members, a Telephone Squad that
www.lhjc.org

keeps members informed of upcoming events,
an award-winning newsletter that you are en-
joying right now, and there are other commit-
tees that keep things running smoothly plus, for
the first time ever, we have an Adult Bat Mitz-
vah class!

But none of this is surprising really, because
it's quality, not quantity, and that is certainly
what we have at LHIC.
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Submitted by Cheryl Kiviat
school@Ilhjc.org

LHJC is pleased to announce that our new
6th/7th grade teacher is Penina Eliad

Hebrew School parents met with Penina to
introduce themselves in October.

| look forward to reporting our comings, go-
ings, and everything else in-between as we
get into our program this year. If you have
any questions or concerns, | can always be
reached by phone or email

%
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Submitted by Jan Press

This year we have decided to try something
new. Our aim is to have every Oneg spon-
sored by someone. To achieve this goal, we
are requesting that everyone sign up for two
onegs during the course of the year.

Plenty of dates are currently open... please
step up and honor a special event in your
life, and share the joy



ROBERT J. RIEGLER

Member NJ, NY & VT Bars.

2024 M acopin Road, Suite C
West Milford, NJ 07380

Phone: (973) 728-1775
E-Mail: riegler@abanet.org

Real Estate (Commercial & Residential)
Estate Planning
Will Contests
Business Formation (LLC's,LLP's,Sub-S).

“Quality Legal Service Since 1982”

Initial Consultation: Free
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Submitted by
Rabbi

Antonio Di Gesu
rabbi@lhjc.org

Dear Friends, Shalom.

We are about to celebrate Chanukah, in our
homes and together at LHJC. When we think
about this holy day the first thing that comes
in our mind is the chanukiyah, the Chanu-
kah-menorah, and lighting the candles. But
there is a much deeper meaning to these
eight days. Chanukah is one of the most
heart felt Jewish holidays, one loved by chil-
dren and adults alike, but strangely, there
are very few references to it in rabbinical lit-
erature. If we want to know something about
his holiday we need to go to the books of
Maccabees, four books found in the Chris-
tian Bible. These four books belong to a
group called “apocrypha,” the hidden books,
that were transmitted only in Greek and for
this reason they were not accepted in the
Jewish canon.

The Books of Maccabees, together with the
works of the Jewish historian Josephus, tell
the most detailed account of story of Chanu-
kah. They talk about the power struggle to
succeed to Alexander the Great, and how
the Empire he had built was split in three
parts. This division brought Judea under the
jurisdiction of the Syrian kings, who granted
religious freedom to the Jews for a while,
and then decided to interfere with their reli-
gious practices. This interference with Jew-
ish life and practice was not a whim of some
www.lhjc.org

crazy hedonistic ruler, unfortunately was
prompted by a split within the Jewish com-
munity, which was divided between Helleniz-
ing Jews, who enjoyed the cultural and social
innovation of the Greek world, and wanted to
reject fully the Jewish tradition, and more
traditional Jews, who wanted to keep faithful
to the tradition of the Fathers. The friction
between these two groups, and the lobbying
of the Hellenizing group, brought about what
the sources call the “Abomination of the
desolation,” - the statue of King Antiochus to
be worshipped in the Temple of Jerusalem.
And it is at this point that the story, the way
we know it and cherish it, begins. A kohen
from a little village in the outskirts of Jerusa-
lem, led the revolt, and within a few months,
his party overcame the Syrian garrisons, and
the Hellenizing party, cleansing the Temple,
and establishing a new kingdom, where
Jews would enjoy freedom of worship.

And what happened to the Hellenizing Jews?
None of the books talks about them. Did
they all become, suddenly, pious, zealous
and Heaven worshippers? Or were they
crushed by the political and religious choices
made a ruling party willing to go only the di-
rection desirable to themselves? We might
assume that they were lost forever to the
Jewish landscape.

Now that we approach the time of the year
when we celebrate the religious values dear
to our forefathers and the victory of the To-
rah over the dark forces of Greek paganism,
we too can take this message of Judah and
his brothers to heart. Like the Maccabees,
we are also faced with the challenge of en-
riching our lives with Torah in the midst of a
society not that different from the Syrian-
Greek world, led by Antiochus. The Hellen-
ists wanted to fill the Temple with gold and
worship it above all else, the Maccabees
placed values of the spirit, life and justice
high above riches. Indeed their choice is
ours.
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So, in an ideal Kodak moment world, we all sit
around the Thanksgiving table, taking turns
telling you what they are thankful for.

With family dynamics being the way they are,
this rarely happens at any holiday table | sit at.
People are busy catching up with each other,
serving, helping. | do not sit down very often
and think about such things. Plus, contrary to
popular belief, | am not much of a talker —
when | talk a lot, it is usually to calm my own
anxiety about public speaking, but I digress -
that is the subject of another article.

| was sitting at Shabbat morning services one
day and thought about something, which then
triggered in me — what are the things | AM
grateful for? | would like to share some of
them with you:

| am grateful to...

- The United States government — they al-
lowed my parents to come to this country
after World War II.

My aunt Sylvia’s late husband, Sam

Rauch — he was my only “Americahner”
relative, and he sponsored my parents.
My parents — they managed to put their
lives together, love and provide for me.
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Gary and Leah — | am unable to describe
how much richer both of you have made
my life.

The incident that triggered these thoughts was
when Sol Kohn stopped services to ask a
question about something and we all had quite
an interesting talk. | started thinking “What a
great place, where we feel ‘at home’ enough to
do something like this.” | know that I have
done the same thing, and have learned quite a
bit.

At LHJC, | am grateful to..
Earl Axelrod — his experlence and knowl
edge as past president.
Debby Schweighardt — passing on the
torch and teaching me how to do this.
John Schweighardt — blowing the
leaves, making sure the building is safe.
Steve Rikon — mouse patrol, and provid-
ing one of the two requirements of life —
heat (the other being indoor plumbing.
Everything else is icing on the cake. But |
digress yet again...)
Penny & CIiff Safane — bringing our
money management into the 21st cen-
tury, working so hard to search out, court
and welcome new members.
Cheryl Kiviat — her involvement in the
Hebrew School, making sure our kids are
getting what they need and are feeling
part of the Hebrew School community.
Jason Okin — making sure we stay in-
volved in the community and helping us
to remember those that need our help.
(continued...page 5)



