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Submitted by Eileen Kirschbrown
President
office@Ihjc.org

When | was growing up, Chanukah was my favorite
Jewish holiday.

I'm sure this is the case for many other Jewish
families. | was very excited about the gifts | received,
the delicious latkes and jelly donuts | ate and the time
| spent with my family and friends.

| remember hearing the story of Chanukah about how,
against all odds, the Maccabees conquered the Greek
Syrians. | remember playing dreidel games with my
sister and my cousin. | remember how beautiful the
Chanukah lights were (even though, growing up, |
always had an electric menorah since my parents
were afraid there would be a fire if we used candles).

| remember seeing menorahs in neighbors’ windows
and how wonderful it was to be Jewish. However, | do
remember that | asked my parents “Why can’t we
have a Christmas tree?” | recall they said it was
because we were Jewish and we didn’t celebrate
Christmas.

As | got older, this holiday took on an even more
special meaning for me. It wasn't only about the
presents! | began to understand the significance of
the holiday and why it was so special. One thing |
remember was that when my daughter was about six
or seven years old, | remember her telling me that the
Hebrew letters on the dreidel spelled “A Great Miracle
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Happened There.” When | was growing up, | played
with a dreidel, but | didn’t know what the letters stood
for since | didn't know Hebrew. It also meant a lot to
me to have the opportunity to learn the Chanukah
blessings in Hebrew along with my daughter.

When we celebrate Chanukah, we keep alive the
wonder of the original event. We pass on the miracle.
Against great odds, the Maccabees succeeded to
drive the Assyrians out of Judea and win back the
right of the Jews to practice Judaism.

One of the most important lessons of Chanukah, for
me, is that good can overcome evil with perseverance
and belief in G-d. If we work together as a community
and focus on the good in people, we can accomplish
great things!

I would like to wish everyone a very Happy Chanukah.

Chag Sameach!




Submitted by
Rabbi Amy Mayer
rabbi@lhjc.org

By the time you read this, it
is possible that you will
already know the outcome
of the deliberations of the
Committee on Jewish Law
and Standards (CJLS) of
the Rabbinical Assembly
regarding the issue of homosexuality. Their decision
should be announced by Dec. 6th. | would like to
explain what the committee does and why it is
important to you.

The Conservative Movement is founded on the
principle of respect for Jewish law (halakha). For 2000
years rabbis have been interpreting Jewish law and
making it relevant to their time. But, there are rules
which govern that interpretation. Even rabbis cannot
do just what they want. Their actions must be
grounded in an understanding of the relevant sources
going all the way back to the Torah and the Talmud. In
addition, there are thousands of legal rulings
contained in collections called Responsa that exist in
the legal literature. It is very difficult to introduce
change but there are halakhic ways it can be done. It
takes legal scholarship and great knowledge to be
able to analyze sources and precedents to come up
with modern interpretations and rulings.

The CJLS which is an arm of the Rabbinical
Assembly, the official body of Conservative rabbis, is
composed of 25 voting members. It deliberates and
answers halakhic questions posed to it by rabbis and
interested laity. If 6 out of the 25 members vote to
accept a teshuva (response paper), the ruling
becomes a valid position which can be followed in any
Conservative synagogue, assuming the rabbi of that
congregation approves.
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Currently, the CILS has been reexamining the issue
of whether homosexual behavior is halakhically
permissible under the Conservative Movement's
interpretation of Jewish law. They originally
deliberated this issue in 1992 and at that time voted to
keep the ban on homosexual relations in place, while
affirming the rights of homosexuals to be full members
of congregations. Gays and lesbians could be called
to the Torah for an aliyah as any other member, they
could be youth group leaders, but they could not serve
as rabbis or cantors. By affirming the ban on
homosexuality at that time, the committee was saying
that homosexual behavior was considered a
transgression of the biblical commandment found in
Leviticus 18:22 “Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as
with womankind, it is abomination,” and that the
committee could not find any acceptable means within
Jewish legal precedent for changing that status.

Recently, the committee has been asked to reexamine
the issue. Some of the original papers have been
rewritten and modified to meet the halakhic objections
that were raised in the 1992 decision; some papers
have stayed the same. We will find out by Dec. 6th
what they have decided. The important point to
remember is that the process entails a respect for
Jewish law that cannot and should not be ignored as
well as an attempt to find a way to incorporate modern
understanding and sensitivity for the current plight of
the homosexuals with past halakhic rulings. It is not an
easy task. We hope that the outcome of the
deliberations will ease the suffering of homosexuals,
increase awareness of and respect for halakha on the
part of all the members of the movement and in so
doing strengthen the Conservative Movement.

Rabbi Amy




Submitted by Bruce Goldstein
Author: Richard Schnaittacher,
Israel Action Committee

Temple Israel, Ridgewood, NJ

Dear Friends:

As many of you may already know, Mr. Jimmy Carter,
former President and winner of the Nobel Peace Prize,
has published a book entitled "Palestine: Peace Not
Apartheid." This book apparently puts the lion's share
of blame for the current stalemate between the
Palestinians and Israel on Israel and the United
States. It is very unfortunate that someone of Mr.
Carter's stature, known and recognized for his many
efforts to promote peace (the Nobel committee for
one) following his presidency, has created a work with
such a one-sided focus.

Carter has recently appeared on many news programs
on TV and radio to promote his book and at least most
of the interviewers that | heard did not seriously
challenge any of the points that Carter made in the
book. Atthe same time several of the highest ranking
members of his own party have severely criticized
Carter's positions, including the DNC Chairman
Howard Dean and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

You may or may not wish to purchase a copy of his
book so you can become totally familiar with Carter's
arguments. However, certainly there are many us
who believe that Israel, while not perfect, does not
deserve to shoulder most of the blame for the
continuing cycle of violence in the Middle East. If you
support this contention, it behooves you to be familiar
with some of the controversial points Carter makes
and how to address those points.
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A number critical articles have been written, notably by
Harvard Law Professor Alan Dershowitz, and you can
source these articles by using the following websites:

www.camera.orq (CAMERA stands for "Committee
for Accuracy in Middle East Reporting in America”)

www.honestreporting.com (full text of Dershowitz
article that addresses Carter's points in some detail is
available here)

Some of you may want to email you senators and
representatives to let them know your views about this
book; any other suggestions regarding how to
respond to Carter are more than welcome.

Sincerely,

Richard Schnaittacher,
Israel Action Committee

Submitted by
Rabbi Harold and Doris Markman

The Rabbi and | want to thank the members of LHIC
who sent us cards for a speedy recovery and said
prayers in out behalf.

We are fortunate to be members of such a warm and
caring congregation with Rabbi Amy at the helm.

Happy to say, we are on the mend.

Thank you




Submitted by Eileen Kirschbrown
President
office@Ihjc.org

| wanted to let you know that we will be implementing
some new scheduling changes during the weekends
that Rabbi Amy is here. This will hopefully encourage
more participation.

The first Friday of the month that Rabbi Amy is here
will be a family-oriented service that we're calling
"Thank G-d It's Shabbat!" (or TGIS for short). Please
note that we will have a new start time for these
services, which will be 7:30 p.m. We will be starting
this on Friday, December 1st.

During the same Shabbat, the next morning, we will
have services at 9:30 a.m., followed by Lunch &
Learn. The first one will be on Saturday, December
2nd.

Rabbi Amy will typically be spending Shabbat with us
on the third weekend of the month. The Friday night
service will be a regular service starting at 8:00 p.m.
On Saturday morning, instead of services, we will be
starting the "Rabbi's Circle." This will be a study group
which will be from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.

If you have any questions or comments about this,
please let me know.
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LHJC helps in Hunger Walk

Submitted by Jason Okin

On October 22 LHJC patrticipated with several
neighboring churches in the Ringwood Hunger Walk
2006.

The money raised at this event went to the local food
pantry the Center For Food Action.

Our temple was represented by members of the
Kiviat , Kaplan, Kirschbrown , Kurnov and Okin
families.

A total of $9,600 was raised to provide for food and
emergency funds for those in need.

Music was provided by local musicial Peter Sando. It
was a great afternoon of community spirit.

Thanksgiving Interfaith Service

Submitted by Jason Okin

Lakeland Hills Jewish Center along with Saint
Catherine's Roman Catholic Church and the
Ringwood Community Presbyterian Church joined
together to have an interfaith Thanksgiving service.

The date was November 21st, the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving.

This continued a beautiful Ringwood tradition of
having Protestants, Catholics, and Jews coming
together in prayer as one religious community to give
thanks for all that we have here in America.



A Letter from our

Hebrew School Principal

Submitted by Cheryl Kiviat
Hebrew School Chair

(editors note: This was written by the principal of the
Hebrew School at Temple Emanuel)

It was wonderful to see all the parents at the High
Holidays Discovery Hour this year. | saw some
fabulous learning experiences occurring between
parents and their children. Your presence for this
program is invaluable because of the distinct message
it sends to your child, that your Jewish identity is
precious to you. We are not just in need of your
support at the Hebrew School, but also your
partnership. As | stated at the writing workshop,
parents are the most important people to children.
Children first look to see what their parents do and feel
before they come to us in Hebrew School. The
teachers put a lot of time and thought into planning the
hour. | would like to thank them for all they did in
making this happen. Together, we were quite a team!

In addition, | very much enjoyed hearing about early
childhood experiences of Judaism from the parents
who joined us for the writing workshop. | hope your
ethical will yields many new beginnings in your family.
Very importantly, | hope that all the parents who were
at Parent-Child Discovery Hour enjoyed themselves
and had meaningful experiences for themselves as
well.

We are getting into the crux of the year and
attendance is imperative for your child to both
appreciate and gain from Hebrew School. Learning
the Hebrew language especially takes time and effort
to learn. Students should not be missing more than
TWO sessions of Hebrew school a semester, since
our schedule is already limited due to the holidays and
vacations that we must give off for. If you are looking
to take a vacation, please remember that there are
weekends and days when Hebrew School does not
meet, which would be the appropriate times for your
family to enjoy a vacation.
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If you have any questions and concerns, you can
always contact at me at the office and | will be happy
to speak with you.

Though the holiday season is behind us, this is an
exciting time of year because the students will have
the opportunity to delve into the fascinating curriculum
that delves into the depths of Judaism. Have some fun
talking with them about the things they are learning.
The Hebrew School Newsletter will be coming out
again in November, as it comes out every other
month, and you can get a glimpse of classroom
happenings.

| look forward to seeing you at our future Parent
Shmooze times, which we will be scheduling shortly.

Submitted by Diane Kaplan

LHJC Hebrew School Students participated in the
Ringwood Holiday Window Painting. Stop by the Stop
and Shop to view their work.

They did a great job! Congratulations to Gabrielle
Lapine , Mellysa Stiel, Hailey Lapine and Elyse
Kaplan on a job well done.
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Submitted by Eileen Kirschbrown
President
office@Ilhjc.org

On November 12, 2006, an emergency general
meeting was held. As a result of that meeting, the
LHJC constitution was amended as follows:

Article Ill, Section 2 — Classes of Membership:

F.

Associate Membership —

Extended to an individual or family that
shows proof of membership in another
temple. Dues are 50% of the regular
individual or family membership.

Senior Membership —

Extended to an individual or couple over
the age of 65. Dues are 75% of the
regular individual or family membership.

Single Parent Family Membership —

Extended to a single head of household,
together with all dependent unmarried children
participating in temple-subsidized activities.
Dues are 75% of regular family membership.




When he got to the door and saw the menorah

"Yiddishe kinder," he cried, "Kenahorah!"
| thought | was in a Goyishe hoise!

As long as I'm here, I'll leave a few toys."
"Come into the kitchen, I'll get you a dish

Mit a gupel, a leffel, and a shtickele fish."

"Twas the night before Chanukah, boichiks and maidels
Not a sound could be heard, not even the dreidels

The menorah was set by the chimney alight

In the kitchen, the Bubbie was hopping a bite

Salami, Pastrami, a glaisele tay

And zoyere pickles mit bagels-- Oy vay!

With smacks of delight he started his fressen

Chopped liver, knaidlach, and kreplach gegessen
Along with his meal he had a few schnapps
When it came to eating, this boy sure was tops
He asked for some knishes with pepper and salt

But they were so hot he yelled out "Gevalt!"

Gezint and geschmock the kinderlach felt

While dreaming of taiglach and Chanukah gelt
The alarm clock was sitting, a kloppin' and tickin
And Bubbie was carving a shtickele chicken

A tummel arose, like the wildest k'duchas

Santa had fallen right on his tuchas!

He loosened his hoysen and ran from the tish

"Your koshereh meals are simply delish!"

As he went through the door he said "See y'all later
I'll be back next Pesach in time for the seder!"

So, hutzmir and zeitzmir and "Bleibtz mir gezint"

he called out cheerily into the wind.

| put on my slippers, ains, tzvay, drei

While Bubbie was eating herring on rye

| grabbed for my bathrobe and buttoned my gottkes
And Bubbie was just devouring the latkes

To the window | ran, and to my surprise

A little red yarmulka greeted my eyes.

More rapid than eagles, his prancers they came

As he whistled and shouted and called them by name
"Come, lzzie, now Moishe, now Yossel and Sammy!
On Oyving, and Maxie, and Hymie and Manny!"

He gave a geshrai, as he drove out of sight

"A gut yontiff to all, and to all a good night!"
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A man and his wife were having an argument about
who should brew the coffee each morning.

The wife said, "You should do it, because you get up
first, and then we don't have to wait as long to get our
coffee.”

The husband said, "You are in charge of cooking
around here and you should do it, because that is your
job, and | can just wait for my coffee."

Wife replies, "No, you should do it, and besides, itis in
the Bible that the man should do the coffee."

Husband replies, "I can't believe that, show me."
So she fetched the Bible, and opened it showed him at

the top of several pages, that it indeed
SayS.......... "HEBREWS"
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Photos submitted by David Kiviat
(Email transmission assistance by Raina Kiviat)
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Cheese Latkes
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cup cottage cheese

cup unbleached flour
tablespoons sugar -- optional
teaspoon cinnamon

large eggs

oil -- for frying

Submitted by Marilyn Oppenheimer

In a medium bowl, use a large spoon to beat together the cottage cheese, flour, sugar and
cinnamon, and the eggs.
In a 10" skillet, heat the oil over moderate heat.

Using 2T batter per pancake, spoon the batter into the hot oil. Fry until set and brown on
one side, then turn and brown the other side.

Add more oil and continue cooking until all batter is used up.

Potato Latkes

4 large potatoes

1 medium onion

1 €99

1 teaspoon salt

2 tablespoons flour

1/2 teaspoon baking powder
oil for frying

Latkes - Vegetable Melange

3 eggs

21/2 cups zucchini -- shredded

1 cup potatoes -- shredded

1 cup carrots -- shredded

1/2 cup onion -- shredded

1/2 can parsley -- snipped

1/2 teaspoon salt

1/8 teaspoon pepper

3/4 cup matzo meal

oil for frying
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Grate potatoes and onion with the grating disk of a food
processor or the large holes of a hand-held grater.

Transfer the mixture to a colander. Squeeze to press out as
much liquid as possible, and transfer to a bowl.

Mix in the egg, salt, flour and baking powder.

Heat oil. For each pancake, drop ~1/4c of the mixture into the
pan, leaving any liquid in the bowl.

Flatten each pancake with the back of a spoon.

Fry until crisp. Turn carefully so the oil doesn't spatter. Stir the
batter before frying each new batch.

Add oil if necessary; allow it to get hot before adding more
pancakes.

Drain all vegetables in a colander, then place in a
cheesecloth or towel and wring out as much of the moisture
as possible.

In a large bowl, wisk eggs lightly and add the vegetables,
salt and pepper. Stir in matzoh meal.

Shape into small cakes, using 1-2T for each. Fry a few at a
time in a hot, lightly oiled skillet, about 2 minutes on each
side
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From: Dr. Raymond B. Goldstein,
International President
Rabbi Jerome M. Epstein, Executive

Vice President

Within the past few hours, the Committee on Jewish
Law and Standards completed its deliberation on five
responsa that considered whether Jewish law may
allow the ordination of gay men and lesbians and
same-sex commitment ceremonies. The debate and
the deliberation, which took place over many sessions,
was serious, passionate, and at times heated. The
issue has been treated with great sensitivity by
everyone involved.

Although the full texts of the responsa will be made
available in due course, we want to inform you as
soon as possible that the committee has endorsed
papers both reaffirming the status quo and affirming
change. The status quo, as you know, has been that
the ordination of openly gay men and lesbians was not
allowed, and rabbis who performed same-sex
commitment ceremonies did so without the Law
Committee’s sanction. The result of the committee’s
vote means that rabbis, synagogues, and other
Conservative institutions may continue not to permit
commitment ceremonies and not to hire openly gay or
lesbian rabbis and cantors. On the other hand, rabbis,
synagogues, and institutions can perform or host
those ceremonies and are free to hire openly gay
rabbis and cantors. The halakha of the Conservative
movement, as voted by the Law Committee, now
allows both positions. Both are considered valid.

Although we have the greatest respect for the Law
Committee’s decisions, we do not agree with the
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recommendations of the third paper it accepted, which
said that gay men and lesbians are best advised to
find “restorative therapy” to change their sexual
orientation.

One of the basic tenets of the Conservative movement
is that each rabbi who is the spiritual leader of a
congregation is the mara d’atra, or final decisor of
Jewish law, in that congregation. Therefore, the
decisions of the Committee on Jewish Law and
Standards, while important, are advisory. Reached
after serious scholarship, thought, and debate, the
decisions provide guidance and support to
congregational rabbis, who must make their own
decisions.

Another basic truth of our movement is its diversity.
We draw strength from the differences in practice and
commitment that mark Conservative congregations,
even as we celebrate our common bonds and shared
values. Today’s decision is another example of the
wide range of Conservative Judaism. If we work
together, we can show that strength in action.

No matter which path a rabbi and congregation may
take, which halakha it chooses to follow, all of our
rabbis and congregations share a concern for the
dignity of all human beings. No matter what a rabbi
and congregation chooses to do about hiring gay and
lesbian rabbis or commitment ceremonies, all must
show respect and sensitivity to all Jews, no matter
what their sexual orientation may be. All Jews must be
welcome in all our congregations.

Given the Law Committee’s decision today, Rabbi
Epstein, who is United Synagogue’s mara d’atra, has
told United Synagogue’s leadership that he sees no
reason why we should not revise our hiring policies.
Based on this conclusion, we may consider applicants
for United Synagogue jobs no matter what their sexual
orientation. United Synagogue’s leadership will
discuss the issue at its next scheduled meeting.

We know that some congregations will face tensions
and challenges as they grapple with this issue in the
weeks, months, and years ahead. As with the larger
Conservative movement, each congregation must find
ways to bridge its differences and strengthen the
continued....



continued....

bonds that unite it. It is part of our mission to help
each congregation cope with the challenges. That is
why over the past few months we sponsored several
sessions throughout the country where we explained
both the halachic process and the issues. A video of
one of the sessions is on our website — go to
www.uscj.org and click on the links at the item on the
top left of the bulletin board. Study guides are
available on the website as well.

As we face the implications and possibilities inherent
in the Law Committee’s decision, we continue our
commitment to help each congregation. We offer
personal consultation and guidance to each of our
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member congregations. Rabbi Epstein has convened
a meeting of senior staff for tomorrow. They will meet
an expert in consultancy and organizational change to
begin planning the strategy to help each congregation
in concrete ways. On January 2 and 3, the entire
United Synagogue staff will meet for intensive training.
We are committed to stand by your side as each
congregation works through the process in its own
time, using its own agenda.

In this week’s Torah portion, we are told that Jacob
wrestled with God. As a result of that encounter,
Jacob became Israel and evolved into a stronger
human being. We share with your our heartfelt prayer
that as a result of our wrestling with the issues we
confront, we, too, will become stronger in our
commitment to Jewish living and to our fellow Jews




Birthday Name

01/03 Mellysa Rose

01/18 Carolelee Mendelson

01/29 Pat Nadler

02/01 Jerilyn Okin

02/05 Claire Axelrod

02/13 Yulana Kostovetsky

02/15 Aaron Rikon

02/18 Henry Kanarek

02/23 David Kiviat

02/24 Melanie Axlerod

02/25 John Schweighardt

02/26 Jaymee Steinberg

03/07 Muriel Kanarek

03/08 Jordan Adler

03/18 Cheryl Kiviat

03/20 Viky Tzygutkin

03/22 Audrey Kopple

03/23 Doris Markman

03/25 Todd Donow

03/28 Eric Frey

03/28 Samantha Manjorin
Anniversary Name
01/03 Margaret & Michael Kurnovs
03/08 Sherry & Ira Schiowitz
03/16 Yulana & Alexander Tsygutkin
03/26 Heide & Mark Stiel
03/28 Peggy & Dan Strauss
04/01 Dennie & John Schweighardt
04/12 Richard & Faith Spaulding
04/18 Rabbi & Dorris Markman

We are delighted that both Rabbi Harold and Dorris
Markman , who were both ill, are feeling better.
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Elyse Kaplan (above) who, in honor of her 6" birthday,
donated 10 1/2 inches of her hair to Locks of Love to be
made into a wig for a child who has lost theirs due to cancer
treatment. For more information on visit
www.locksoflove.org

Leah Oppenheimer for winning second place in the
Garden State Cup — a series of state wide bike races for
women 18 and under. At the same time, Leah was
awarded second place in the West Milford photo contest.

Rabbi Arielle Hanien (nee Parker), now in Los
Angeles, on both her marriage and ordination. She
can be reached at rabbihanien@hotmail.com

Did we miss something sp _ecial?

A birthday? A college acceptance?
A graduation? Your anniversary?
A Nobel Prize?

Please let us know... call Gary Oppenheimer at
973-697-0225 or webmaster@lhjc.org
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